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What does this mean?
Where do I find more?
How can I use it?



Dr. Sandra Schön
Graz University of Technology (TU Graz),  Austria
Institute of Human-Centred Computing (HCC) 
Long-Time OER Ambassador (since 2006 - olcos.org)
Several OER projects, publications, awards
Was Responsible for the OER certification implementation in 
Austrian Higher Education at <fnma>
Contact: sandra.schoen@tugraz.at



What‘s your discipline/topic?
What do you already know?

Please write in the chat

1. Your professional 
background and country

2. A short description of your 
prior knowledge concerning 
OER:

*** I am already an OER 
expert

** I have some knowledge 
about open licenses

• OER is more or less new
for me

For example: 
English teacher, Portugal **



Agenda
• Copyright issues in teaching
• Open licenses
• OER definition and examples
• Using, Finding, and Sharing OER – some first hints
• Using AI tools
• Your Open Questions



Organisation Today
• Questions are always welcome – just 

click on your microphone or use the
chat

• Some interactive assignments are
planned

• Please feel free to use a browser and 
check in parallel.

• DURATION: 9.00-12.00
• BREAK: 10.30 (15 minutes)



Invitation: 
Optional extension for OER practitioners
• This workshop might be only a start.
• Your are invited to continue after this workshop to get the official

Austrian OER certificate „OER practitioner“
• Therefore, you are asked to (additionally)

• successfully particpate at a MOOC about OER (at platform iMooX.at, 
https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE – in several languages)

• Produce and publish 3 OER (effort about 12 hours)
• Optional: Ask anything in my online office hour - June 4, 14.00 CEST, July, 

28, 9.00 CEST  2026 - https://tugraz.webex.com/meet/sandra.schoen )
• Complete everything by July 31, 2026

• For DigiSET members, this offer is for free.

https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE
https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE
https://tugraz.webex.com/meet/sandra.schoen
https://tugraz.webex.com/meet/sandra.schoen


More about the Austrian OER practitioner certificate
https://www.oer-zertifikat.at/oer/en/home

Schön, S., Ebner, M., Berger, E., Brandhofer, G., Edelsbrunner, S., Gröblinger, 
O., Hackl., C., Jadin, T., Kopp, M., Neuböck, K., Proinger, J., Schmölz, A., & 
Steinbacher, H-P. (2023). Development of an Austrian OER Certification for
Higher Education Institutions and Their Employees. In: Otto, D., Scharnberg, 
G., Kerres, M., Zawacki-Richter, O. (eds) Distributed Learning Ecosystems . 
Springer VS, Wiesbaden. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-658-38703-7_9 

Schön, S., Ebner, M., Berger, E., Brandhofer, G., Gröblinger, O., Jadin, T., Kopp, 
M., Steinbacher, H-P., & Zwiauer, C. (2021). OER Certification of Individuals
and Organisations in Higher Education: Implementations Worldwide. Open 
Praxis, 13(3), pp. 264–278. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5944/openpraxis.13.3.265

Screenshots left: CC BY 4.0 fnma. OER-Zertifikat, see: https://www.oer-
zertifikat.at/oer/de/zertifikate/personenzertifikat (2026-05-19)
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Handout



Copyright issues in teaching in 
higher education and beyond



collect - select - remix - adapt - update - redesign

TO GET THE BEST POSSIBLE 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR 
THEIR LEARNERS

What teachers and lecturers do



Why this is not so easy

€©
COPYRIGHT

FINANCIAL EXPENSESNECESSARY 
COMPETENCE



And copyright is different everywhere!
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Two questions and answers by











Public Domain as a possibility
„Public domains“ are works with no copyright.
Public domain is justified in various forms in 
copyright law:
Creations that have never been subject to an 
intellectual property right (e.g. too simple)
Works whose protection has expired (e.g. in 
Austria: If copyright holders are dead for more than
70 years)
Works that have been released into the public
domain by the creator (please note: This is NOT 
possible according to European copyright laws)



Citation and limited exceptions for educational use

Citation Rights:
• Quotation rights exist in most jurisdictions, though

scope varies significantly
• Researchers and press typically enjoy broader citation

privileges than educators
• Teaching purposes are subject to more restrictive

limitations in many countries
Reproduction Permissions:
• Some jurisdictions permit limited paper or digital copies

for classroom use
• Digital copies may be allowed within closed Learning 

Management Systems (LMS) with access restrictions
• Such exceptions are often publicly funded or subsidized



Educational activities are only
permitted to a limited extent

Combining, adapting, translating 
and using existing teaching 
materials in the way that seems 
best for your own learners is not 
permitted. 



What is copyrighted?

Automatic Protection — No Formalities Required:
• In the EU, copyright arises automatically upon creation

of a work — no registration, © symbol, or notice is
needed

• Any original work (text, image, audio, video, software, 
etc.) is protected by default,

Who Holds the Rights?
• The creator (author) is typically the initial rights holder
Transferability — Key Distinctions:
• In many EU civil law jurisdictions (e.g. Germany, Austria), 

copyright as a whole cannot be transferred — only
usage rights can be licensed

§



What if someone wants to grant
others rights of use?



And what if you want others to 
be able to use resources?

„Anyone may use my
materials“



And what if you want others to 
be able to use resources?

„Anyone may use my
materials“

A contract is necessary
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ficien

t



And what if you want others to 
be able to use resources?

„Anyone may use my
materials“

A contract is necessary

unsuf
ficien

t
* At least for European 
countries. In the USA, you
can release your own 
work into „public
domain“



Such contracts are available from 
Creative Commons

https://creativecom
m
ons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.tr



Three "layers" of the Creative Commons 
contracts ("licences")
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Contract text: only
lawyers understand it!

Computers understand that,
e.g. search engines

Even "normal" people
understand ;-)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/?lang=de


Open licences

Condition: attriution of the author and the
licence, e.g. CC BY 4.0

Condition: Attribution of the author and the
licence, e.g. CC BY-SA 4.0 and use of the
same licence ("share alike")

Condition: none
(corresponds to "public domain“)

Read more: http://creative.commons.org

Permit free use, modification and republication, including for commercial
purposes, subject to (minor) conditions. 



Let‘s check it out!
Search for „CC BY 4.0“



OER definition and examples



OER definition
OER defininition
by UNESCO 

„Open Educational Resources (OER) are 
learning, teaching and research materials in 
any format and medium that reside in the 
public domain or are under copyright that 
have been released under an open license, 
that  permit no-cost access, re-use, re-
purpose, adaptation and  redistribution by 
others.“



CC0 (Sandra Schön)



Open licenses are not 
only a permission

… they are 
an 

invitation!



What does they mean?



Open licenses

Condition: Attribution of the author and the
licence, e.g. CC BY 4.0

Condition: Attribution of the author and the
licence, e.g. CC BY-SA 4.0 and use of the
same licence ("share alike")

Condition: none
(corresponds to "public domain“)

Read more: http://creative.commons.org



OER and open resources
you might know

And others



Please note: 

Creative Commons offers as well
other, non-open licenses, using two
other options:

No Derivation (ND) Non Commercial (NC)



Finding OER



Finding OER: Might be a challenge
Although there is more and more interest
and attention brought to OER, the
infrastructure is still lacking in Europe
• There are several repositories and 

referatories bound to certain
languages, educational sector, 
countries 
• Sorry that we do not have better news!
• We want to show some typical

challenges while searching OER in the
following



Search and Find OER

• There are special search 
settings on many 
"conventional" search engines 
and content sites

• There are special OER 
platforms (repositories)

• There are special OER search 
offers or "search engines" 
(referatories)



... can be used for free and 
adapted to their needs if they
find I us as open licensed
versions in the World Wide Web.

IN THE WORLD OF MONSTER

CC BY 4.0 International Sandra Schön 2021

THE MONSTER ACADEMY

Humans got to 
know that we 

monsters

But this should 
not frighten us.

We go hunting MonstOER!



Hunting 
MonstOER
• We support the Monster 

Academy in the search for OER 
- materials that are made 
available under CC0, CC BY-SA 
or CC BY.

• Thematically, these should be 
contributions that can be used 
in a university course on the 
topic of "frightening and 
scaring".



Hunting 
MonstOER

• We play in two teams
• The team with the first correct 

answer in the chat gets a point
• The team with more points wins



MonstOERhunt – part 1 – Openclipart

Alle Abbildungen 
sind unter den 
Bedingungen von 
CC0 zur Verfügung 
gestellt.



• You are looking for a free usable 
image of a monster.

MonstOERhunt – part 1 – Openclipart



MonstOERhunt – part 1 – Openclipart

What is the name
of this monster?

Please write it
into the chat!



MonstOERhunt – part 1 – Openclipart

“Orange Monster“ is available under CC 0 conditions, 
you can find it here: 
https://openclipart.org/detail/175583/orange-monster



MonstOERhunt – part 1 – Openclipart

“Orange Monster“ is available under CC 0 
conditions, you can find it here: 
https://openclipart.org/detail/175583/orange-monster

This can be added,
but you don't have to add anything!



MonstOERhunt – part 2 –oersi.org
• Search for OER at https://oersi.org/

Screenshot: © OERSI.org



MonstOERhunt – part 2 –oersi.org

You are looking for an openly
licensed textbook about zombies.

Who wrote it?

Please write it into the chat!



MonstOERhunt – part 2 –oersi.org

Screenshot: © Open Textbook Library

Terry Rey



MonstOERhunt – part 3 – CCsearch (Openverse)



MonstOERhunt – part 3 – CCsearch (Openverse)

We are looking for a very special
monster.



MonstOERhunt – part 3 – CCsearch (Openverse)

This is an illustration available
under CC-0 in OpenVerse.  

What does it show? 

Please write it into the chat!



It‘s the monster of the Caspian Sea!

"Turkish version of the Wonders of creation, The monster of
the Caspian Sea, Walters Manuscript W.659, fol. 171a" by
Walters Art Museum Illuminated Manuscripts is marked with
CC0 1.0. To view the terms, visit
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/?ref=o
penverse. 



It‘s the monster of the Caspian Sea!

"Turkish version of the Wonders of creation, The monster of
the Caspian Sea, Walters Manuscript W.659, fol. 171a" by
Walters Art Museum Illuminated Manuscripts is marked with
CC0 1.0. To view the terms, visit
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/?ref=o
penverse. 

This is a correct attribution.
(But there is no need to add
anything, as it is published under
CC-0)



MonstOERhunt – part 4 – Google.com



You search Google.com for an 
introductory text on the 
subject of "fear" for children in 
the nighttime.

MonstOERhunt – part 4 – Google.com



What is the name of the 
website where you can find 
a post about "fear" for 
children with this image 
under an open license?

MonstOERhunt – part 4 – Google.com



Photo by D Sharon Pruitt 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Scared_Ch
ild_at_Nighttime.jpg), „Scared Child at Nighttime“, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalco
de

Wikimedia Commons

This is a correct attribution in 
concerning the CC BY 2.0 
license

MonstOERhunt – part 4 – Google.com

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode


MonstOERhunt – part 4 – Google.com

ATTENTION:  Google 
hits always check, 
whether there really is an 
open license!



MonstOERjagd – part 5 – iMooX.at

Es gibt (noch)
keine Suche 
nach Lizenzen!



Thank you

Thank you from Monster 
Academy! Cool OER findings!



CONGRATULATION!



Finding OER:  
Other worldwide
possibilities

• https://oer.deepwebaccess.co
m/oer/desktop/en/search.html

• https://oercommons.org/ 
• https://imoox.at/ (online 

courses at national MOOC 
platform under CC licenses, 
English + other languages)



Using OER



Using OER (1/2)

A. Read the description at Creative 
Commons license page!

B.  Attribute to author, name title, 
license, link to license, link to original 
find, name your modifications

(see TASL rule: 
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wik
i/Best_practices_for_attribution)



Using OER (2/2)

C. Check if you need to share your
own materials where you use OER 
from others under an open license as
well.
This is the case for CC BY-SA 
materials.



Sharing OER:  How-To (1/4)

1. a) Add a clear statement
concerning an open license in or on 
your own work and the way other
should attribute you before
publishing.
e.g. CC BY 4.0 International, 
preferable linked to the license
(The icons are not concrete enough, 
as there are different versions 1.0, 2.0 
etc.)



Sharing OER:  How-To (2/4)

1. b) If you integrate work of others, 
only use it if you have the
permission and clarify it, e.g.

• Use only materials from others with
compatible open licenses, give
correct attribution to authors and 
license, name modification
• Do not grant others more

permissions than you have.



Sharing OER:  How-To (2/3)

2 a) Use a fitting OER repository (if
available), using corrent metadata
(license), e.g. 
https://repository.tugraz.at/ or
https://zenodo.org/
b) Or just publish on your website –
please embed a link to the license (e.g. in 
your Weblog/Homepage)
c) and adjust the metadata accordingly
(if possible e.g. when using a platform
such as YouTube, FlickR)

https://repository.tugraz.at/
https://zenodo.org/


Sharing OER:  How-To (3/3)

3. Share the news about your OER.



Let‘s do the fastest OER ever



We share an open educational resources:
Our Top 3 learning tipps

Please share 
potential 
recommendations 
for OER beginners in 
the chat.

If you like one, please 
give a ”thumbs up”. 



A challenge: 
Combining resources with different licenses



A challenge: 
Combining resources with different licenses

https://ccmixer.edu-
sharing.org/

https://ccmixer.edu-sharing.org/
https://ccmixer.edu-sharing.org/
https://ccmixer.edu-sharing.org/


Using AI tools





OER production with genAI
� No Copyright Protection: Machines, like animals, lack legal 

personhood and cannot hold copyright; AI-generated works
are generally considered public domain. 

� Public Domain Status: Content created solely by generative 
AI is not eligible for copyright protection and enters the
public domain upon creation. 

� Recommended Labeling: To ensure clarity, such works
should ideally be marked with a CC0 (Public Domain 
Dedication) license. 

� OER Compatibility: Due to their public domain status, AI-
generated works are suitable for use as Open Educational 
Resources (OER). 

� Critical Risk Warning: Users remain liable for potential 
infringement of third-party rights and must strictly adhere to
the Terms of Service of the AI tool provider.



Uploading Content to Generative AI Tools — Legal Guidelines

No Copyrighted Material: Uploading copyright-protected works (texts, images, code, 
etc.) into generative AI tools is prohibited — it may constitute copyright infringement
and expose both the user and the institution to legal liability.

OER Is Permitted: Open Educational Resources (OER), by
definition, carry open licenses that explicitly allow reuse, 
modification, and processing — including input into AI tools, 
provided the respective license terms (e.g., attribution) are
observed.

OER as a Strategic Foundation: OER is not merely
compatible with AI-driven workflows — it is a key
prerequisite for sustainable, legally compliant, and future-
proof education in an AI-augmented learning environment.



Want to learn more about OER?



A MULTILINGUAL ONLINE COURSE 
FOR ALL AT IMOOX.AT: 
https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES!

MORE ABOUT THE UNITE! SEED FUND PROJECT
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/unite-
pioneers-open-science-and-multilingual-oer-courses

https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/unite-pioneers-open-science-and-multilingual-oer-courses
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Invitation: 
Optional extension for OER practitioners
• This workshop might be only a start.
• Your are invited to continue after this workshop to get the official

Austrian OER certificate „OER practitioner“
• Therefore, you are asked to (additionally)

• successfully particpate at a MOOC about OER (at platform iMooX.at, 
https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE – in several languages)

• Produce and publish 3 OER (effort about 12 hours)
• Optional: Ask anything in my online office hour - June 4, 14.00 CEST, July, 

28, 9.00 CEST  2026 - https://tugraz.webex.com/meet/sandra.schoen )
• Complete everything by July 31, 2026

• For DigiSET members, this offer is for free.

https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE
https://imoox.at/course/OERinHE
https://tugraz.webex.com/meet/sandra.schoen
https://tugraz.webex.com/meet/sandra.schoen


Your Questions …?



These slides are available!
These slides are licensed under
CC BY-SA 4.0 International and 
are available online. Please note
that this license does not cover
screenshots of webpages
included in the presentation.
Attribution:
Sandra Schön, 
TU Graz 2026 for DigiSET
(Erasmus+ 101249272)



Illustrations that are
used in these slides…

Are my own (or adapted material from below)
Or from here (CC-0): https://cocomaterial.com/
Or from here (CC-0): 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Open_Access_Ico
ns

Thanks for these illustrations! <3

https://cocomaterial.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Open_Access_Icons
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Open_Access_Icons


THANKS
Dr. Sandra Schön
sandra.schoen@tugraz.at

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither
the EuropeanUnionnor EACEA canbeheld responsible for them.
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